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duced and explained, Peel was not called upon to take
any active part iu the business of the House of Commons.
In Ireland his appointment caused some surprise, and
among the Catholics no little indignation. ' The Duke
of Bichxnond, the Lord Lieutenant, had made himself
notorious for his anti-Catholic sentiments and his eager
sympathies with the Orange party. Peel was speedily
identified with his policy and predilections, and gave no
further signs of that openness of mind with regard to
the future treatment of the Catholic question which he
had displayed in his speech on the subject at the opening
of the session of 1812. He, accordingly, soon got the
nickname of "Orange Peel." This was probably un-
deserved. Peel was no bigot. His opposition to the
Catholic claims was based on political grounds and not
on religious animosity. Had a Government favourable
to Catholic emancipation been formed by an alliance of
the Whigs with the more liberal-minded colleagues of
Perceval, it is doubtful whether Peel would have declined
to join it or have taken up that attitude of uncompro-
mising resistance to the Catholic claims which was forced
upon him by the 'political circumstances of the time.
His was a mind at all times open to the teaching of
circumstance, and to the influence of other minds more
liberal and less cautious in initiative than his own. It
was his misfortune that he was hurried into office at
a time when his political intelligence was only just
beginning to expand. It was even a greater mis-
fortune that the office he held compelled him to take
a definite line on a question which had either divided
or destroyed every Government since the beginning
of the century.